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GBIF—the Global Biodiversity Information Facility—is an international 
network and research infrastructure funded by the world's governments and 
aimed at providing anyone, anywhere, open access to data about all types of 
life on Earth.
Coordinated through its Secretariat in Copenhagen, the GBIF network of 
participating countries and organizations, working through participant nodes, 
provides data-holding institutions around the world with common standards 
and open-source tools that enable them to share information about where and 
when species have been recorded. This knowledge derives from many sources, 
including everything from museum specimens collected in the 18th and 19th 
century to geotagged smartphone photos shared by amateur naturalists in 
recent days and weeks.
The GBIF network draws all these sources together through the use of data 
standards, such as Darwin Core, which forms the basis for the bulk of 
GBIF.org's index of hundreds of millions of species occurrence records. 
Publishers provide open access to their datasets using machine-readable 
Creative Commons licence designations, allowing scientists, researchers and 
others to apply the data in hundreds of peer-reviewed publications and policy 
papers each year. 

https://www.gbif.org/the-gbif-network
https://www.gbif.org/standards
https://www.gbif.org/darwin-core
https://www.gbif.org/occurrence/search
https://www.gbif.org/resource/search?contentType=literature


Terms of use
Agreements, policies and disclaimers relating to access and use of GBIF-
mediated data
Data
GBIF does not guarantee the accuracy of the biodiversity data served through 
GBIF.org and web services. Use of data accessed through the portal and web 
services is at the user’s own risk.
Users must observe the provisions of the data user agreement. Data publishers 
must observe the provisions of the data publisher agreement.
Data licensing
In 2014, following a community-wide consultation, the GBIF Governing Board 
established a general policy to "ensure that all species occurrence datasets 
within the network are associated with digital licenses equivalent to one 
of…three choices supplied by Creative Commons":
As of August 2016, all open-access species occurrence datasets on GBIF.org 
carry standardized, machine-readable licences. These changes improve 
transparency and reproducibility and support GBIF's mission to promot free 
and open access to biodiversity data.
GBIF provides its open-access infrastructure to support scientific 
understanding and improve biodiversity and conservation outcomes. 

https://www.gbif.org/terms/data-user
https://www.gbif.org/terms/data-publisher
https://www.gbif.org/news/82812/licensing-milestone-for-data-access-in-gbiforg






The resource should facilitate your work!


